
legislators to hear how students are 
affected by budget cuts and tuition hikes in 
our daily lives.  Our campus goal is to 
build a Strike Team of 20 students and get 
them to the Capitol to have their voices 
heard!” says Monique Teal, Governmental 
Affairs Director for the Associated 

Students of Southern Oregon University.  
Strike Teams will hold issue trainings, 
work on grassroots campaigns, and travel 
to Salem to lobby lawmakers directly.  If 
you are interested in helping students 
Strike Salem! contact your student govern-
ment or check out our website 
www.orstudents.org.

'Legislative Strike Teams' take student 
stories to the Capitol  

                       by Erin Linell, OSA Staff 
 
 The 2007 Oregon legislative 
session is here and students around 
Oregon are gearing up to bring their 
stories directly to lawmakers.  The most 
powerful way for students to impact 
policies and budgets in the upcoming 
session is by sharing their own experi-
ences with decision makers.  Campuses 
across Oregon are building Legislative 
Strike Teams to introduce hundreds of 
students to legislative issues, collect 
personal stories about how their campuses 
are affected by these issues and, most 
importantly, to mobilize those same 
students to come to the Capitol and speak 
directly to legislators.  
 OSA plans to have a consistent 
student presence in Salem this session and 
Legislative Strike Teams are the first step 
towards achieving that goal.  “We want 

Students Strike Salem! 
OSA & OSCC Legislative Priorities

by Melissa Unger & Brett Rowlett, OSA Staff
 
 It's game time for Oregon college 
and university students.  With the 2007 
state legislature convening on January 8, 
students will be organizing to convince 
their legislators to prioritize access to a 
quality postsecondary education in 
Oregon.  
 After an eight-month process 
initiated last August of surveying students, 
researching, and discussing, the OSA and 
OSCC Boards prioritized the following 
issues:
Funding & Tuition: reinvest in our 
colleges and universities to keep tuition 
increases low and get our institutions the 
funding they need to provide a quality 
education to all Oregonians
Shared Responsibility Model: invest in 
this new model for need-based aid to 
reinstate students' ability to work our way 
through college
ASPIRE (Access to Student assistance 

Make Oregon 
Stronger

Programs In Reach of Everyone): give 
state support to this successful volunteer 
mentoring program which gives high 
school students the tools to access a 
postsecondary education, especially those 
students underrepresented on our 
campuses
Tuition Equity: pass legislation to allow 
access to in-state tuition rates for all 
qualified Oregon high school graduates

                

                  Funding & Tuition  
 In just three years, 87 percent of 
all new Oregon jobs will require a college 
degree.  But in spite of the need for a larger 
educated citizenry, we are actually educat-
ing less Oregonians.  In fall 2006, the 
Oregon University System (OUS), 
actually reported a 1.2 percent decline in 
resident freshman enrollment.  Commu-
nity colleges have seen overall enrollment 
decline for several years, enrolling 47,000 
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Register Now!  
6th Annual Oregon Students 

of Color Conference
  

by Brenda Sifuentez, OSA Staff

 Imagine a room filled with 
students of color and allies from across the 
Northwest, learning amazing skills and 
about issues that affect communities of 
color as well as listening to keynote speak-
ers that could change your life. If this 
sounds like something you want to be a 
part of, then make sure that on February 
2-4, 2007 you are at the 6th annual Oregon 
Students of Color Conference that will be 
hosted by the Oregon Students of Color 
Coalition (OSCC) at Western Oregon 
University. This year the conference will 
also have a Queers of Color event to start 
off the conference. With an expected atten-
dance of over 250 students, 40 workshops, 
and amazing keynote speakers, the confer-
ence is expected to be a huge success.      
 The objective of the conference is 
to ensure that there is a space for students 
to learn about issues pertaining to commu-
nities of color ranging from environmental 

racism to queer communities of color, as 
well gain skills to create change on their 
campuses and statewide. “It's in this type 
of space that students of color have the 
ability to build a community and empower 
themselves on a statewide level,” said 
OSCC member Lorena Landeros. Come 
be part of an historical moment and meet 
students of color and allies from across the 
Northwest that are organizing around 
these issues.
 Register for the conference now 
online at www.osccjustice.org.  For more 
information contact Brenda Sifuentez at 
(503) 286-0477 or 
brenda@orstudents.org.

OSA single-handedly has made youth issues a 
real key part of any political conversations 

that are taking place. 
– JoAnn Bowman

  

 This statement by former Oregon 
legislator JoAnn Bowman sums up why 
students work each election cycle to turn 
out their peers to vote.  We work to get 
students to the polls because we want to 
keep us out of debilitating debt; to see 

students of color, low-income students, 
and rural students receiving the tools they 
need to access college; to see our institu-
tions provided with funding to provide a 
quality education.  In short, we run a 
student vote campaign because we want to 
build our power at the polls to win victo-
ries for students in the legislature.  As we 
head into the 2007 legislative session, I am 
proud to say that students’ work in the 
2006 election has positioned us to again 
gain ground for students in the legislature.  
 During election season, we often 
hear the media and the public talk about 
“youth apathy”, and during a mid-term 
election we hear this refrain even more.  
But with students paying more for and 
getting less from their college education, 
we realized just how crucial our vote was 
this election.  
 OSA joined with Oregon Student 

Public Interest Research Group 
(OSPIRG), Oregon Community College 
Student Association (OCCSA), and Build-
ing Votes to form the Student Vote 
Coalition—one of the largest student-led 
vote mobilization efforts in the country.  
As part of the Student Vote Coalition, OSA 
worked to register students in the primary 
and fall elections, for a total of 22,294 
registered students.  
 

 With the registration deadline 
behind us, our focus shifted to educating 
all those new voters in order to turn them 
out at the polls.  We created and distributed 
over 17,000 voter guides that included the 
results of a survey OSA sent out to all 
legislative candidates on the statewide 
issues students prioritized for 2007.  In 
addition, students organized 33 on-campus 
candidate and ballot measure forums to 
put student issues at the heart of the 
debates.  Students also gave nearly 200 
nonpartisan presentations in classes and to 
student groups on how the ballot measures 
would affect students (eight of the ten 
ballot measures this election affected 
students!).  OSCC ran their first voter 
education campaign, coupling the ballot 
measure presentations with a presentation 
on the history of voting in Oregon commu-
nities of color and current voting trends.  
With students of color being dispropor-
tionately denied access to postsecondary 
education, OSCC worked to educate 
communities of color about the impor-
tance of voting to build power to win 
concrete change.   
 Students are often looked to for 
creativity and innovation, two tools we 
used in devising ways to get students to
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Building Student 
Power:

OSA’s Student Vote Campaign
 

                                              
                                               by Megan Driver, 
                                               OSA Board Chair

Internationally 
respected Native 

American and 
environmental 

activist Winona 
LaDuke 

will be 
speaking during 

lunch on the 
Saturday of the 

OSCC Conference.    
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The average college graduate in Oregon 
contributes $61,574 more in state and 
local taxes over her/his lifetime than a 
citizen with only a high school degree. 
(Oregon University System, Access & 
Affordability Working Group)  Thus, every 
1,000 new Oregon citizens who graduate 
from college means nearly 62 million 
additional tax dollars for state-funded 
systems and programs such as schools and 
public services.  
  

A national study found 30-year-old Mexi-
can women in the United States who 
graduated from college to offer an 
increased annual fiscal contribution of 
over $9,000 to the federal budget, paying 
$5,300 more in taxes and costing $3,900 
less in criminal justice or welfare expenses 
(National Immigration Law Center).
  

Our economy is changing: by 2010, 87 
percent of new jobs in Oregon will require 
a college degree (Oregon University 
System, Access & Affordability Working 
Group).  Graduating citizens from college 
is the best way for us to build a strong 
economy and attract businesses to our 
state.  
   
 These are all benefits that Oregon 
would reap if we removed barriers to a 
college degree for students.  It’s simple: 
Educate students and you’ll see your 

Tuition Equity: Best for Our State
by Courtney Sproule, OSA Staff

  
Tuition Equity is a term describing 
legislation that would extend in-
state tuition rates to all qualified 
graduates of Oregon high schools, 
regardless of documentation status, 
who:
Attend an Oregon high school for at least 

three years
Graduate from an Oregon high school

Are accepted to an Oregon public 
university, and

Show they are working towards 
residency.  

investment returned to you time and again.  
Leave them in the cold and it’s most likely 
they’ll require state services that cost more 
than their education ever would have.  But 
right now, many students who grew up in 
Oregon are being priced out of a college 
degree because, due to their documenta-
tion status, they are not eligible for in-state 
tuition rates.  As students enter the 2007 
legislative session fighting for tuition 
equity for the third time, we are working to 
show Oregonians that tuition equity is 
crucial for all of us.  
 We have made the smart commit-
ment to educating all our children in the 
K-12 system.  There is little logic, then, in 
shutting the door on undocumented 
children that we have invested in through 
high school when it’s time for college.  
Why pull the rug out from under bright 
and talented students who often struggle to 
overcome substantial barriers to excel in 
high school and have dreams of attending 
college?  

   

 Other states have gotten this.  Ten 
states, including states with high immi-
grant populations such as         Texas, Okla-
homa, and New Mexico, committed to 
tuition equity as early as 2001.  This is 
because they understand that investing in 
dedicated and bright students makes more 
sense for their state than abandoning them.  
In the years that they’ve functioned under 

tuition equity legislation, research 
suggests that these states have seen 
increases in the percentage of high school 
graduates who pursue a college degree and 
additional revenue inflow to their universi-
ties from students who would have other-
wise not gone to college. (National Immi-
gration Law Center)  
 Oregon’s population is becoming 
more and more diverse, with 29 percent of 
Oregon 12th graders estimated to be 
Latino by 2017-18 (Western Interstate-
Commission for Higher Education).  
Tuition equity would bring Oregon and the 
Oregon University System closer to 
achieving three goals: 
*Keeping the smartest and most talented 

students in Oregon schools
*Increasing the diversity within Oregon’s 

universities and Oregon overall
*Addressing the needs of an increasingly 

diverse state population
 However, we remain the only 
state on the west coast that has not chosen 
to strengthen our state through tuition 
equity.  If we want to be developing our 
best and brightest to be contributing 
citizens rather than pushing them into the 
realm of public services, it’s time for 
Oregon to join our neighbors in enacting 
tuition equity legislation. 
 And it is not only other states that 
support this legislation—many Oregon 
citizens and organizations are in favor of 
tuition equity.  OSCC is working in coali-
tion with numerous groups including 
Latinos Unidos Siempre, American 
Friends Service Committee, CAUSA, 
Farmworker Housing Development 
Corporation, and the Urban League of 
Portland to make 2007 the year Oregon 
commits to equal opportunity for its 
students.  
 These organizations know that 
Oregonians value equity of opportunity for 
those who work hard to succeed.  Do 
what’s best for our state: support tuition 
equity legislation in 2007.  
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Students rally at the Capitol for tuition equity 
last legislative session.  



 Basic Rights Oregon (BRO) and 
OSA affiliate the Oregon Student Equal 
Rights Alliance (OSERA) have developed 
a formal alliance to more effectively reach 
students who are active on LBGTQ 
campus issues and in their campus 
communities.  
 “[The partnership] most effec-
tively reaches students who are active in 
their communities by utilizing collective 
organizational experience and knowledge 
to provide valuable trainings,” said BRO 
youth organizer Jessica Lee.
 Fall term began and ended with 
successes for OSERA members, in part, 
due to the exciting new partnership 
between OSERA and BRO.  
 It began with student vote efforts 
in full swing.  For the first time ever, 
OSERA members were able to educate 
their peers on campus about the issues 
facing the Lesbian, Bisexual, Gay, Trans-
gendered and Queer (LBGTQ) communi-
ties in an effort to motivate their communi-
ties to have their voices heard in the 2006 
election.  “I think that one of the biggest 
messages we tried to push across is how 
much is at stake for LBGTQ students,” 
Lee said of the voter education phase.
 Students were able to again 
utilize this partnership to hold the first 
ever Gender and Sexual Diversity Track at 
the 2006 Northwest Student Leadership 

STUDENT VOTE, continued from p. 2 
  

turn in those ballots before Election Day.  
Each campus employed original tactics, 
from a giant ballot box in the quad at OSU, 
to last minute election office shuttles at 
UO and SOU, to a ballot fair at Lane CC, 
to ballot parties at PSU and WOU.  People 
may say that youth don’t care about mid-
term elections, but our get-out-the-vote 
numbers surpassed those of 2004, with 
students making over 18,000 phone calls 
and knocking on over 7,000 student doors 
in the days before the election!  
 All of this hard work paid off.  
When all the numbers were counted, we 
had helped to increase the number of votes 
cast by 18 to 24-year-olds in Oregon by 
12.6 percent since the last midterm 
election in 2002.   The statistics also 
highlighted the high engagement levels of 
students specifically: in two very student-
dense precincts surrounding UO, voter 
turnout increased 42 and 43 percent over 
2002.  In addition, we also saw two ballot 
measures that would have drastically cut 
funding for postsecondary education fail 
to pass.  Students worked to ensure that the 
public knew of our success by garnering 
approximately 75 mentions in the media.

 This legislative session, OSA will 
be releasing an original research report 
that highlights the state of public postsec-
ondary education in Oregon.  Over the past 
four months, students have filled out 
thousands of surveys on our university and 
community college campuses that docu-
ment their access to faculty, student 
services, and financial aid.  In addition, the 
surveys have given students an opportu-
nity to explain why and how they ended up 
at the institutions of their choice.  OSA is 

Budget Cuts 
on the Ground:

OSA writes original research report on 
the impact of cuts on students and 

campuses

by Melissa Unger, OSA Staff

OSERA & BRO Form Partnership  
to increase access to education for LBGTQ communities

  

by Tamara Henderson, OSA Staff
  Conference.  This allowed for a broader 

base of students to be educated on the 
issues affecting their communities and 
prepare for the upcoming 2007 legislative 
session.
 As we move into winter term, the 
benefits of this partnership will grow as 
OSERA and BRO plan to launch a collab-
orative legislative agenda.  The two 
organizations will work together to lobby 
and advocate on behalf of LBGTQ 
students statewide to ensure access to 
education for all Oregonians. 
 “We expect this to be a landmark 
session.” said Lee, “We can make history 
in Oregon.”
 In the spring, the two organiza-
tions will hold a statewide lobby day 
focused on youth and education at which 
youth of all ages along with supportive 
community members and school adminis-
trators will advocate for equality and 
access within our educational systems.    
 “This could be a kick off year for 
OSERA to see this being a bigger part of 
OSA and having the potential to grow into 
something...cohesive and powerful,” said 
Lee of the partnership.

compiling these surveys to get a better 
idea of how the cuts and tuition increases 
in recent years have impacted students.
 Throughout the state, OSA has 
interviewed staff and administrators on 
campuses about the impact of cuts to their 
departments and to the students that they 
work with.  These interviews will give an 
in-depth view into the real effects that a 
small cut can have on an entire campus.
 The results from the surveys and 
interviews will be compiled into the report 

that will be released to the 2007 state 
legislature.  The report will highlight how 
campuses have beat the odds, continuing 
to provide a quality education even when 
facing large cutbacks, but it will also show 
how the cuts have begun to negatively 
impact students and institutions.  OSA will 
use the report to work with legislators to 
ensure that they begin to reinvest in 
providing access to a quality education for 
all Oregonians.   
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STUDENT ISSUES, continued from p. 1  
  

less students in 2003-04 than the previous 
year.  
 These enrollment declines come 
after over a decade of disinvestment in 
postsecondary education that has left 
Oregon students paying more and getting 
less.  With the state paying for less and less 
of the cost of education, students have 
picked up the tab with the 5th largest 
increase in tuition in the nation since 1991.  
Many students of color and low and 
middle-income students have been forced 
to choose between taking on often stagger-
ing levels of student loan debt (averaging 
at almost $20,000 for a public university 
graduate) or opting out of college entirely.  
 Despite paying more than ever 
before, students who do make it to campus 
are offered less services from institutions 
facing funding crises in the wake of state 
disinvestment in postsecondary education.  
Students have less course availability and 
their professors' time is spread thin, 
leaving them with less access to services 
and forcing them to stay in school longer.   
 This legislative session, students 
are sending the message to legislators that 
reinvesting in postsecondary education is 
in our state's best interest.  
 “We can make Oregon stronger 
by reinvesting in access to a quality 
postsecondary education in Oregon,” said 
State Affairs Director for the Associated 
Students of the University of Oregon 
Emily McLain.  “College graduates  
contribute more in taxes, use less in state 
services, and are healthier, volunteer more, 
and vote in higher numbers.”
 Sean Robinson, Vice President of 
the Associated Students of Mount Hood 
Community College, noted that communi-
ties colleges play a crucial role in our 
state's future.  “Community colleges 
educate and develop Oregon's workforce 
and serve as a point of access for students 
often shut out of a college education,” he 
said.    
 OSA will be asking the legisla-
ture to make our state stronger by invest-
ing the funds allocated in the Governor's 

Recommended Budget (GRB) to OUS and 
$46 million above the GRB for commu-
nity colleges to keep tuition increases low 
and provide our institutions with the funds 
necessary to provide a quality education to 
all Oregonians. 

Shared Responsibility Model
 “'Working your way through 
college' is a myth for me,” said Brook 
Colley, Communications Director for the 
Associated Students of Southern Oregon 
University.  “Even with my Oregon 
Opportunity Grant and three jobs, I still 
expect to be in debt when I graduate.”
 Brook is not alone: today, Oregon 
students at public universities and colleges 
would have to work about 48 and 39 hours 
per week, respectively, to work their way 
through college.   
 Last legislative session, the 
Oregon legislature worked to get grant aid 
to more students like Brook.   They made 
an historical investment in the Oregon 
Opportunity Grant, ensuring that, for the 
first time since the millennium, all eligible 
students could receive the Grant.  But in 
spite of this important investment, the 
Oregon Opportunity Grant still falls short 
of its goal of closing the affordability gap.  
The Grant only serves the very neediest of 
students and while tuition has skyrock-
eted, the Grant has remained at the flat rate 
of 11 percent of the cost of education.  
 In order to increase access to a 
postsecondary education for low and 
middle-income students, students worked 
with the Governor, universities, commu-
nity colleges, and other interested parties 
to develop the Shared Responsibility 
Model (SRM), a long-term solution to 
need-based aid that will reinstate students' 
ability to work their way through college.  
 Under the Model, the student 
makes the initial investment in their 
education through reasonable work hours 
and borrowing, with families also contrib-
uting what they are able.  If students and 
families fulfill the requirements that the 
state expects of them, the state will then 
step in—where the federal government 
doesn’t—to fill the afford ability gap.

 OSA Board Co-Chair and 
Portland State University Student Body 
President Courtney Morse feels that the 
Model appeals to Oregonian values.  “This 
is something Oregonians can get behind: 
offering the opportunity to achieve a 
college degree to students who work for 
it,” she said.  “With having an educated 
citizenry more important than ever to the 
future of our state, the Shared responsibil-
ity Model allows students and the state to 
ban together to make Oregon stronger.”       
 Even more exciting is that the 
Model is affordable.  By funding the SRM 
with funds allocated in the Governor's 
Recommended Budget, we will be able to 
fully implement this model by 2009, 
ensuring that all current eight graders will 
have the chance to work their way through 
college.
  

ASPIRE
  

 The OSA and OSCC Boards have 
joined together to support ASPIRE, a 
program that gives high school students 
the tools to become contributing citizens 
after graduation through one-on-one 
volunteer mentoring.  Mentors help 
students decide what kind of postsecond-
ary education or training will help them 
meet their goals, guide them through the 
college choosing process, and assist them 
with financial aid and scholarships.  
 The program is especially impor-
tant to those students underrepresented on 
our campuses, such as students of color,

  

-- continued on p. 6 --
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STUDENT ISSUES, continued from p. 5  
  

low-income students, first generation 
students, and rural students.  Without 
ASPIRE, many of these students do not 
receive the tools they need to plan their 
own futures.   
 Currently funded through outside 
grants, ASPIRE has been able to serve 84 
high schools.  But in order to expand, the 
program will need state funds.  OSA is 
excited that the Governor has funded 
ASPIRE with $1.4 million in his Recom-
mended Budget, representing the first time 
the program has been recognized by the 
state.  While this is a first step, OSA will 
ask the legislature to fully expand the 
program to 295 high schools by funding 
the program at $3.1 million.
 To get a better idea of how the 
program impacts students, we interviewed 
Patrick Beisell, a graduate from Grant 
High School and current Portland State 
University student.  
  

How did you get involved in the 
ASPIRE program?

My senior year in high school, my mother 
saw something in the school newsletter and 
suggested that I go check it out.  I went and 
got set up with an ASPIRE mentor who made 
me want to go to college for the first time.  
   

How did the ASPIRE mentor help you 
through the college application process?
  

My mentor asked me questions like: “Do 
you want to go out-of-state?  What is 
affordable for you?  What programs are 
you interested in?”  At first it seemed that 
community college was going to be my 
only option because schools seemed too 
expensive but she made those options 
more attainable by helping me fill out the 
FASFA and spent hours and hours going 
through scholarships with me to help 
defray the cost.

  

If you could name one thing that was 
the most helpful about the ASPIRE 

program, what is it?
Probably that she just listened to me.  High 
school counselors have too many students 
to meet and they just have to move them 

through the system.  With ASPIRE it is one-
on-one and they only have about five other 
students to work with.  They spend time with 
you, listening to what you want, and they 
make you want to go to college but also 
make you feel worthwhile.

***

Announcements
  

Feb 1-2  OUS Board Meeting 
                         @ OSU
  

Feb 2-4  OSCC Conference @ WOU 
  

Feb 2  OSA/OSCC/OSERA 
                 Board Meetings
  

Feb 22  OSA RALLY & 
              LOBBY DAY!
4

Mar 1-2  OUS Board Meeting 
                         in Salem 
     

Mar 10  OSA/OSCC/OSERA 
           Board Meetings @ OHSU
  

Mar 26-28  Spring Break Lobby 
  

635 NE Dekum Street
Portland, OR  97211

CHECK OUT OUR                WEBSITE!
www.orstudents.org

Eastern Oregon University * Lane Community College * Mount Hood Community College  * 
Oregon Health & Science University * Oregon State University * Portland State University * 

Southern Oregon University * University of Oregon * Western Oregon University
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